Western Animal Care Committee
Research Sick Animal Response (SAR) Program

Morbidity & Mortality Definitions - FAQ

For SAR recording purposes, what is considered a Morbidity?

@

Morbidity is any sick animal who responds to humane interventions or remains stable
in their condition and meets expected or SAR directed expedited experimental
endpoint.

For SAR recording purposes, what is considered a Mortality?

(i)

Continued Morbidity is any sick animal who does not respond to Veterinary-directed
humane interventions and whose declining health requires early euthanasia and does
not meet experimental.

Mortality (no SAR) is any animal found dead without an active SAR case.
Mortality (SAR) is any animal found dead with an active SAR case open.

Mortality (SAR Directed) is any animal for which euthanasia was performed as
directed by SAR Designates and/or veterinarians.

Mortality (Pl Directed) is any animal for which euthanasia was performed as directed
by the Pl or their designate.

Pl Mortality is any sick animal who the Pl staff found dead or was euthanized before
experimental endpoint. This information is to be recorded by the Pl as part of their AUP
renewal.
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